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26th November 2008 – for immediate release

Contact: Chris Pockett, Tel: 01453 524133

New Laboratory Measures Up for Heriot-Watt

A new manufacturing laboratory has opened at Heriot-Watt University aided by the donation of half a million pounds worth of equipment, software and training by Renishaw, a world leader in industrial metrology and spectroscopy. The Renishaw Advanced Metrology Centre will facilitate both teaching and research in modern industrial metrology and materials analysis using highly accurate co-ordinate measuring machines (CMMs), laser calibration equipment, and a sophisticated Raman spectroscopy system. 
One highlight of the new equipment is a CMM installed with Renishaw’s revolutionary REVO five-axis measuring system, which will allow Heriot-Watt engineering staff and students to experience first-hand a breakthrough technology that is dramatically reducing dimensional inspection times for leading global aerospace and automotive suppliers. In addition to the hardware and software, the donation from Renishaw also includes all machine commissioning, training of University staff, and ongoing technical support. 
The development has been enthusiastically received by Heriot-Watt, explains Professor James Ritchie of the School of Engineering and Physical Sciences. “Metrology is the science of measurement where things are measured and inspected to specific dimensions, which is critical for modern manufacturing processes which need to be at a high degree of accuracy. 

“Modern metrology techniques involve the use of highly accurate, computer controlled metrology machines, such as coordinate measuring machines and digitisers. These can measure components down to micron precision or better, and the new Renishaw Advanced Metrology Centre will allow research and teaching to be carried out in a wide range of metrology applications. All of this has become possible thanks to this generous contribution from Renishaw.”

Explaining the rationale behind Renishaw’s donation, Dr Nick Weston, head of Renishaw’s Scottish research facility said, “Renishaw has a huge focus on research and development, annually spending some 17% of turnover to ensure that we maintain our leadership in the field of dimensional metrology and related technologies. Heriot Watt University is one of the key partners in our research programmes and it is important that staff and students are fully versed with the latest measurement systems.” 

-Ends-
Notes:

Renishaw is a world leader in metrology and spectroscopy technologies. A British company, it has been honoured with twelve Queen’s Awards to date, recognising Technological Achievement, Export Achievement and, most recently, for Enterprise in the Innovations category. In February 2007, the company was honoured with the ‘Innovation in industry’ award at the prestigious Best of British Industry Awards. 

Since its formation in 1973, Renishaw has supplied products to manufacturing companies worldwide, all designed to increase productivity and improve product quality in a competitive manufacturing environment. 

Heriot-Watt is one of the UK’s leading universities for business and industry and has a reputation for innovative education, enterprise and leading edge research in science, business, engineering and design. The University has a reputation for expertise in science, business, engineering and design and is one of the UK's leading research institutions having been rated at the highest level by its national review body, the RAE. On average, the University brings in over £15m worth of funding every year.
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